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It is my pleasure to submit this report to the President of Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
and our membership throughout Canada. At the outset, let me offer my sincere thanks to 
the Domestic Committee for their leadership and expertise within the domestic portfolio. 
Thank you to Ben Marston (Halifax), Carrie Linegar (Vancouver), Darrell Nordell 
(Edmonton), Lori Radke (Calgary) and Marc Antoine Ducharme (Montreal). The 
committee has had conference calls throughout the past year. Meetings were held using 
this format to ensure discussions and decisions within the portfolio were made 
collaboratively. I am extremely proud of the guidance this group continues to provide in 
Canada and I am ever grateful for the management and work of Christina Swett and 
Catherine Ireland from our central Ottawa office. With Catherine on maternity leave 
currently, Christina has provided timely leadership. The results of this collective effort 
have been positive throughout the country.  

 
Within Wheelchair Basketball Canada’s Strategic Plan (2009 – 2013), domestic 
development is divided into club development, domestic leadership, junior development, 
domestic competitions, and recruitment. The report is presented in alignment with these 
areas.  
 
Club Development 
 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada (WBC) continues to support the Bridging the Gap (BTG) 
partnerships across Canada, helping ensure that provinces have access to BTG 
coordinators provincially or regionally. Further, Special Project Funding has been 
realigned with key sections of the Long Term Athlete Development Plan. WBC had 58 
SPF grants applied for and approved in the 2011 - 12 season of play. The ultimate goal 
for all such funding sources is grassroots club development assistance for use in the 
unique and diverse settings wheelchair basketball clubs work and play. That being said it 
is crucial for applicants to be diligent and detailed for funding decisions to be made.  
 
 
Domestic Leadership 
 
The largest work done in 2011 – 12 specific to the area of domestic leadership has been 
the continuation of Wheelchair Basketball Canada’s Long Term Athlete Development 
Model (LTAD) advancement. Thank you to Mike Frogley (University of Illinois), Tim 
Frick (Consultant), Marc Antoine Ducharme (Junior Consultant), Catherine Ireland, 
Christina Swett, Paul Zachau and Wendy Gittens for the time committed to ensure WBC 
has created an envious product for others to model. The framework is similar to that of 
Canada Basketball and will assist greatly in the inclusion and sharing of resources, 
coaching and player development strategies. From the original work done last year the  



working committee prepared a second draft that was the focus at the LTAD Competition 
Review process which continued through the summer. Thank you to all our expert panel 
members in multiple forums for your insights and sharing. LTAD next steps include the 
work with NCCP and the Long Term Officials Development plan. Alignment and 
development in these areas with all stakeholders will be critical. Further, the work on 
ancillary resources such as parent manuals and school resources will become a focus.  
 
The Domestic Committee recognizes the importance of gathering feedback on multiple 
issues in the portfolio. We readily take your feedback and make every attempt to work on 
reciprocal communication as quickly as possible. Thanks to all who take the time to send 
in queries, concerns and bouquet’s. 
 
Junior Development  
 
The 2011 -12 season saw a number of Mini festival events being held in Canada over the 
basketball season. Thank you to everyone who hosted one or more of these events, they 
are vital to the development of our young players. The Junior Regional Events were 
hosted by Saskatchewan and Nova Scotia. Thanks as well to these hosts for the important 
work of junior development and competition. Each host received a hosting grant under 
the financial aid program for such. Further, of the many Special Project Funding grants 
allocated, 5 were specifically designated to supporting Junior and Mini age development.  
 
Domestic Competitions 
 
The 2011 – 12 season of play saw the continuation of the new international rules being 
used. The Domestic Committee chose to continue to endorse the adoption of the rules 
recommended for such by the Technical Committee. However there was a need for 
flexibility to the new rules. A good example of such has been the utilization of the former 
3 point line as facilities do not yet have the new lines in place and may not for some time 
to come. The cost is a deterring factor for schools and community facilities unless floor 
restoration is being done. All other international rules were adopted after great discussion 
and debate with the compression taping and undergarment colours being an initial source 
of frustration, for the players and officials alike. We continue to monitor with the 
Technical Committee. 
 
The competitions in the 2011 -12 season of play had many highlights. Successful events 
were the again the theme of 2011 – 12 with Prince Edward Island hosting a tremendous 
Canadian Wheelchair Basketball League Open Finals in Charlottetown. Thank you to 
Parasport PEI and all your partner groups for the fabulous event. Teams finished in the 
order of Variety Village, Gladiateurs de Laval, Saint John Mavericks, Bulldogs de 
Quebec, PEI Mustangs, Club ’99, Douglas College Royals, and Fredericton Lightning. 
Please read Darrell Nordell’s Commissioner report in your package. Thank you, Darrell.  
 
With the momentum of this event sweeping across Canada, British Columbia hosted a 
fabulous National Championship and Women’s CWBL Nationals. Thank you British 
Columbia Wheelchair Basketball Society for stepping forward and committing to host the 



event as a key component to Rick Hansen’s Man In Motion 25th Anniversary.  BCWBS  
provided a weekend of tremendous basketball and competition in Richmond. Provincially 
the results were Ontario, BC, Quebec, Alberta. The women again had outstanding 
participation with 7 teams participating at the national event. The women’s teams 
finished the national event with the results BC Breakers, Calgary Rollers, Quebec, 
Edmonton Inferno, Saskatchewan, Ontario, and the Wildcards. Thank you Lori Radke, 
for your hard work and dedication to the development of the women’s game in Canada.  
 
Recruitment 
 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada’s LTAD Model will formally serve as the guide for 
recruitment of participants across Canada. The LTAD will have a great impact on all 
levels of domestic programming in a deliberate and targeted manner whether it be for 
participants, coaches or officials. With our stakeholders WBC can continue to offer the 
supports that our members demand and deserve. Our work with Bridging the Gap is an 
essential component to identifying those individuals who may wish to pursue our game at 
any level. Further, the Special Funding Grant program assists with targeted grassroots 
support for the work in communities across Canada. Additional support from the 
Canadian Paralympic Committee, True Sport and provincial sport entities will assist 
ensuring a focused recruitment plan aligns with the organization’s LTAD.  
 
Looking Ahead in 2012 - 13 
 
At this stage in the season, the Domestic portfolio has already seen key work completed. 
The technical packages for all divisions have been completed and posted on the website. 
Ensure all are familiar with these as you organize your seasons and final competitions as 
the changes have been made to rules and regulations from our Competition Review.   
 
Thank you to Wendy Gittens and her staff at WBC for the tireless work and dedication to 
the multitude of events and activities supported. We must never lose site of the 
importance of such leadership. It continues to be an honor to serve the Canadian 
wheelchair basketball community. Thank you.  


